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! Between 1918 and 1920, the United States adopted a cautious
and inconsistent position toward the Arab independence
movements following the end of the First World War. Although it
expressed support forthe principle of national self-determination
as outlined in President Woodrow Wilson>s Fourteen Points,
raising Arab hopes for independence, this support remained
a largely rhetorical and was not translated into practical policies.
At the same time, the United States did not strongly oppose the
British and French mandate system imposed on Arab territories.
In 1919, it participated in sending the King—-Crane Commission
to investigate the aspirations of the people of Greater Syria.
The commission recommended respecting the wishes of the
local population and supporting their independence, but its
recommendations were not implemented. Consequently, the
American position during this period was characterized by
caution and reluctance to confront the European powers,
contributing to the consolidation of the mandate system rather
than the realization of Arab independence.

Key words: United States of America, Syria, Iraqgi , Independence
Movements.
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