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This study examines womenys participation in the First Crusade
as a complex historical phenomenon that transcended the
traditional roles of women in the Middle Ages. Pope Urban Ibs
a call in 1095 witnessed a broad and unexpected response from
women, surprising contemporaries and prompting historians and
researchers to investigate the motives behind this remarkable
presence. The study reveals that women»s participation was not
governed by a single motive but resulted from an interplay of
religious, social, and security factors. The crusade represented a
safer framework compared to individual pilgrimages, in addition
to the desire for salvation and accompanying relatives. Despite
the moral criticisms leveled by some historians, such as Albert of
Aachen, who attempted to diminish the role of women, historical
data proves that they contributed effectively to supporting the
crusade, especially through financing, as their contributions
constituted a significant percentage of the financial resources,
in addition to their logistical roles in the camps. The study also
highlightstheclassdisparityinthenatureofwomenssparticipation.
Noble women played important political and administrative
roles, as in the case of Adela of Blois, while poor women formed
the backbone of the popular mobilization, bearing the burdens
of the arduous journey and sometimes even participating in
combat. Conversely, non-Christian women, particularly Jewish
women, suffered systematic violence throughout the crusades,
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leading some to adopt extreme forms of resistance to preserve
their religious identity. On the other hand, the writings of Anna
Comnena offer a critical Byzantine perspective that reveals the ¢
complex image of women, portraying them as both victims and
agents. The study concludes that women were not marginal
elements but rather contributed to shaping the social and political
structure of the crusade, whether through economic support,
moral influence, or even direct participation on the ground.
This reflects profound shifts in the roles of women during this
historical campaign.

Keywords: First Crusade - Women»s Participation - Logistical
Roles - Class Differentiation
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