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This research examines the religions of India as presented in
Al-Biruni>s book. It attempts to compile the discussions and
commentaries that have addressed Al-Biruni and his efforts in
clarifying, describing, and analyzing these religions objectively.
This approach has highlighted Al-Biruni>s contributions and
established him as a founder of comparative religion. Al-Biruni
a pioneered the same objective methodological practices endorsed
by comparative religion. The research is limited to describing
Indian religions according to Al-Biruni>s book and presenting
the discussions and commentaries that have addressed them,
aiming to arrive at a better understanding and evaluation of Al-
Biruniss perspective. Theresearch employs descriptive-analytical
and comparative methods. The most important findings are
that Al-Biruni>s treatment of Indian religions was characterized
by objectivity and analysis, confirming his pioneering role in
establishingthefoundationsofcomparativereligion.Furthermore,
Al-Biruni did not merely rely on what he read in their books;
he engaged with their scholars, discussed matters with them,
and meticulously examined all the information he received.
Finally, the research concludes that Western discussions are
more profound and richer than the Arab and Islamic discussions
surrounding Al-Biruni and his efforts in describing the religions
of India. The study of India and its analysis led to the following
recommendations: It recommended expanding the exploration
of Al-Biruniss contributions to all the religions he addressed in
his research. It also recommended compiling and discussing
Western perspectives on Al-Biruni>s work to benefit from their

® ium.usa.online@gmail.com www.ium.edu.so

DM+ 967 730053135 @ http://ium.usa.online



v Yl L —
2O INGI
HMTRY )82

AN w —UNS S

| Uguuyiog droiluwdl daolall
% Islamic University of Minneso ta
IuUMut— w1 §llj 4 oll

experiences and critique some of theirinaccurate and unfairviews
that diminish the efforts of Muslim scholars, particularly during
the Middle Ages. Furthermore, it recommended holding seminars Y
and conferences led by specialized academic researchers to delve
into Al-Biruni>s legacy, thereby honoring his role, appreciating
his contributions, and raising awareness of them.

Keywords: Al-Biruni - Comparative Religion, Religions of India -
Discussions 6
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58- Professor Courtney Bickel Lamberth, Director of Undergraduate Studies isites.harvard.edu/icb/
ich.do?keyword=k88702&pageid=icb.page2015-3-516465.1.

59- See page 8 for more details.

60- Bible Criticism is a dicipline that studies textual compositional and historical questions
surrounding the Old and New Testaments(for More details see The New Encyclopedia Britanica
[micropedia (1998,15th edn)], Chicago,Encyclopedia Britanica Inc. vol 2).

© ium.usa.online@gmail.com www.ium.edu.so

@+ 967 730053135 @ http://ium.usa.online




{  liguuing danalwdl denlall|y L,: L
|
% \\\\\ ic University of Minnesota A
IUMuL w3 G llj 4 oll

ot Alisyllg )l

Sl e iiali il duuiyl eilelaidl graai Jgbl willaallla o o
uialuallg wpell g saoll ey yudli a6l alis o gl
Lais Mg Las ¢ylai V aail udlio gl §2llg «—iguull lis
J28 ¢l Jglag dlbalg Lbac jisleagly -ill dupell ealuiéliall
i Jglaig el gaaii i waldisliall Jo gay ol 0a@o
il ag @3 Jg sdloliiagy O
dniall6)Lanlld by ol Al ac Ligpull«a il QLIS ef
wiowgll jgnell JAL 5 wis 3 6q U__()LQ_LII oLl «aslasuolisag
da wlallg cpall Jol il adl wiiSiwl JALS (o —igpull 03 éig
dimll d oldillg og lellg

ol e adly g rac olj b d yolell gl el o cua il
;30 de lgll ailwwljag ojla il aiiSo 26g .culalaill ¢y u jlgallg
dcgano oLiil L sl Lao degiio wiljlinng cal élai g o Jelaill
2 dyjSallg dsalpeall aga all cujglai il Jlacll ()0 d i
&prcLQL_céjltilLimuipgﬁ_M}deu_dﬁ_ma_{Shpﬁid_éjLoﬁ
auli atAcl caaiil Sill o doAl il 6lanll gl bl 540
el el glwaiwl ojle J—ealbgwyaall y rell Ji6 Lyl
dayeall gl dAsMo e el iyl mnigiog Liiidaio cL 3 olawll
52 gl wall glay) (o duay)lll

g G)alig dlulé droM willg du yell caluiélio ¢l il @ il
dcqiiall d yyell cludlioll go d idl Jjlai

61- Encyclopedia Britanica,micropdia vol 2 p 216.
62- Yusuf, H. (2012). Al-Biruni: The First Anthropologist. Journal of Islamic Studies, 336-313 ,(3)23.

63- Akram, M. (2006-12-26). «<The Other Within and The Self Without»: Encounters of Islam and
western traditions in the study of religions. p. 98
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65- Sachau, «Alberuniss India». (Preface), p: xix

66- Watt, W Montgomery. (1979). «AL-Biruni and The study of non-Islamic Religions».Al-Biruni
Commemorative Volume, 419-414.

67- Sachau, E. C. (1910). Alberuni>s India: An Account of the Religion, Philosophy, Literature,
Geography, Chronology, Astronomy, Customs, Laws and Astrology of India about A.D. 1030. Kegan
Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co. Ltd.
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68- Pingree, D. (1981). Al-Biruni's India. The Journal of the American Oriental Society, -175 ,(2)101
176.

69- Sachau, E. C. (1910). Alberuni's India: An Account of the Religion, Philosophy, Literature,
Geography, Chronology, Astronomy, Customs, Laws and Astrology of India about A.D. 1030. Kegan
Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co. Ltd.

70- Sarton, G. (1927). Introduction to the History of Science. Williams & Wilkins Company.

71- «The comparative study of religion has been rightly acclaimed as one of the great contributions
of Muslim civilization to mankind's intellectual progress». (Akram, M; «The Other within and the Self
without», p. 98

72- Bruce, L. B. (1976). Al-biruni's Approach to The Comparative Study Of Indian Culture. BIRUNI
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SYMPOSIUM. Iran Center Columbia University, p. 27.
73- Sarton, G. (1927). Introduction to the History of Science. Williams & Wilkins Company.

74- Sachau, «Alberunis India». (Preface), p: xix.

75- Thapar, R. (2002). The History of Early India: From the Origins to AD 1300. Penguin Books India.

76- Pingree, D. (1981). Al-Biruni>s India. The Journal of the American Oriental Society, -175 ,(2)101
176.

77- Sarton, G. (1927). Introduction to the History of Science. Williams & Wilkins Company
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