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Objectives: The study aims to examine the poetics of deviation
not as an isolated phenomenon, but as a compound structure
in which the scope of deviation expands, forming an extended
deviation in terms of both performance and semantic outcome.
It also seeks to introduce the structure of association within 6
compound figurative expression in rhetorical discourse, through
analyzing the structure of simile as a stylistic mechanism that
generates meaning, as revealed in Sharh Nahj al-Balagha by
Kamal al-Din al-Bahrani, and to explore its role in constructing
meaning within the textual fabric.

Methodology: The study adopts an analytical approach grounded
in the framework of reception theory, applied to the analysis
of a rhetorical text. It draws on the concept of deviation in
modern criticism and its stylistic implications, particularly the
relationship between the axes of selection and combination.
This is supported by selected textual examples from al-Bahrani’s
commentary, analyzed as models of compound deviation in its
associative (simile-based) pattern.

Results: The study concludes that simile does not function
merely as a tool of clarification or aesthetic embellishment;
rather, it transforms into a dynamic semantic structure through
which a network of interrelated meanings is generated. It also
demonstrates that the repetition of simple similes within a
unified context leads to the production of compound deviation,
provided that this accumulation is functional and directed
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toward a single central meaning. The applied examples reveal
that this pattern of deviation deepens the aesthetic effect and
shifts meaning from direct statement to suggestive expression
open to interpretation.
Conclusion: The study confirms that associative compound
deviation constitutes a central mechanism in shaping the
poetics of the text. It is based on a multi-layered simile structure
that transcends limited figurative usage, reconstructs meaning,
D and enhances the expressive power of discourse. Thus, simile
becomes a structural element rather than a decorative one
within rhetorical discourse.

Keywords: (Deviation, Compound, Simile, Stylistics, Nahj al-
Balagha, Textual Meaning, Rhetorical Structure.)
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Conclusion:

In light of the theoretical and applied analysis presented, it
becomesevidentthatcompoundassociativedeviationrepresents
one of the most significant stylistic mechanisms contributing to
the poetics of the text. It does not merely rely on deviation from
linguistic norms; rather, it is grounded in an organized interaction
among the elements of textual structure, particularly through
a the employment of simile as a meaning-producing device rather
than a mere tool of clarification. The study has demonstrated
that the accumulation of similes within a unified context—when
directed toward a central meaning—leads to the formation of
an interconnected semantic network that deepens aesthetic
impact and expands the horizon of interpretation.

The applied analysis of texts from Nahj al-Balagha commentary
by Kamal al-Din al-Bahrani has further shown that this type of
deviation cannot be fully understood through the analysis of
individual images in isolation, but rather through examining their
interrelations within the overall structure. These simile-based
relations integrate to form a progressive cognitive trajectory
that shifts the reader from direct meaning to a complex
aesthetic experience. Accordingly, simile is affirmed as a dynamic
functional structure capable of reconstructing meaning through
both paradigmatic and syntagmatic relations.

Therefore, compound associative deviation should not be
viewed as a marginal rhetorical phenomenon, but rather as a
deliberate textual strategy that contributes to the production
and intensification of meaning. It reveals the capacity of language
to transcend its normative limits toward a realm of suggestion
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and influence. The study recommends further research exploring
this pattern of deviation in other rhetorical and literary texts, in
order to deepen the understanding of the relationship between
classical rhetoric and modern stylistic analysis.
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