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INTRODUCING THE CENTER

The establishment of the Academic Studies Center
holds significant importance by equipping students and
scholars with essential skills in various academic fields
within the departments of the College of Arts and
Humanities. This includes political studies, history,
archaeology, African studies, Latin American studies,
and more. It is necessary to raise general societal
awareness, both politically and intellectually, and
develop the individual capacities of specialized students
in these flelds amidst the era of globalization and
evolving concepts influenced by current conflicts
impacting communities and populations.

The center aims to lay the foundations of academic
thinking among students and young researchers in
various academic disciplines required in the job market.
It also fosters scientific and methodological thinking
among researchers and students, providing them with
proper scientific and intellectual preparation in fields
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such as historical, archaeological, and political sciences.
Furthermore, the center seeks to introduce and
familiarize people with the African continent, its peoples,
and civilizations. It emphasizes that African studies are
a global project that transcends geography and regional
boundaries. The continent's diverse mix of ethnicities
and races interact and face several challenges, including
Western economic, political, religious, and intellectual
hegemony, as well as forced and voluntary migrations.
Understanding and comprehending these processes
necessitate the inclusion of Africa as a vital element in
the fleld of academic studies. Currently, the center
consists of four academic units: Political Studies Unit,
Historical and Archaeological Studies Unit, African
Studies Unit, and Latin American Studies Unit. These
units represent the initial stage of establishing the
academic center, with future plans to expand and add
more academic units.
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AR Vision

The center's vision is based on a commitment to
scientific and academic research methodology within
the framework of its academic units. The vision also
entails training a new generation of critical thinkers in
the relevant studies, adhering to criteria such as
accuracy, objectivity, quality, and professionalism.

IS
B Mission

The centers mission is to provide advanced and
innovative programs in education and training in the
scientific specialties offered by the center. This
contributes to building students’ capacities, enriching
their knowledge and cultural components, and striving
to transfer research experiences and knowledge
academically to specialists and enthusiasts in these
flelds.
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6 OBJECTIVE

The objective of the Academic Studies Center at the
College of Arts and Humanities is to organize scientific
courses in various scientific disciplines announced by
the center. It also aims to grant specialized scientific
diplomas in the fields and specializations announced by
the center. The courses and diplomas will be delivered
by competent researchers and academics with
scientific expertise, with the goal of developing the
scientific and academic environment in Arab and
Islamic countries. Each course is proposed to consist of
approximately 10 lectures.
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THE TARGET AUDIENCE FOR THE
CENTER'S COURSES INCLUDES

o All students enrolled in the College of Arts and
Humanities.

® All staff members of the university, including
professors and administrators from diverse cultural
backgrounds.

® The general public who are not affiliated with the
university but are interested in participating in the
training courses and conducting research in a
scientific manner in the field of academic and
scientific studies announced by the center.
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CENTER UNITS

01 PoLiTicAL STUDIES UNIT

The Political Studies Unit of the Academic Studies
Center aims to achieve several objectives, including:

B Political, intellectual, and strategic qualification of
youth and researchers.

B Organizing scientific and academic courses for
students and researchers interested in delving into
political studies.

W Granting specialized scientific diplomas in political
affairs.

B Studying regional, international, and global situations
and participating in proposing solutions whenever
possible.

B Training specialized researchers in political science
and its various scientific and methodological
specializations.
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Developing academic research in the field of political
science.

Enhancing scientific and research competence to
promote academic work for students and
researchers through continuous development of
training programs in line with future needs and
developments.

Developing training plans based on scientific and
methodological principles that meet the required
needs of the job market.

Providing an excellent training environment by
offering stimulating research plans for students and
researchers.
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EXAMPLES OF COURSES AND
TRAINING PROGRAMS FOR THE UNIT

D TRAINING COURSES

Organizing a series of brief training courses on various
branches of political science, offered to all university
affiliates and other interested individuals. The aim is to
develop the thinking of students and researchers,
particularly specialists. The duration of each course
ranges from 2 to 4 hours, delivered in one or two
sessions. It may be concluded with a practical training
component (depending on the nature of the course),
such as:

® Completion of a brief research assignment
(preparing a research paper).

@ A formal assessment to evaluate the participant's
benefit from the course.
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D QUALIFICATION COURSES

A concise self-study of the prerequisite subject is
provided to students who lack prerequisites for previous
courses. It is also offered to postgraduate students to
ensure the submission of well-prepared research plans
and distinguished research theses. It is followed by a
direct examination:

@ If the subject is successfully passed, the student is
awarded a certificate.

@ In case of failure, the student is required to study the
prerequisite subject within the regular academic
semesters.
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D TRAINING DIPLOMAS

Practical (professional/executive) programs offered to
all interested individuals, including university students
and non-students, following the following methodology:

@® Each diploma is estimated to have 30 training hours
over one month.

@ It is divided into 8 lectures, with 2 hours per lecture,
conducted over 4 weeks, with two lectures per week,
averaging 16 training hours.

@ At the end, the student/researcher undergoes an
evaluation measure, such as an exam or research,
accounting for an average of 14 training hours.

@ Each training member prepares specialized courses
and diplomas, develops the scientific material
thoroughly, and then submits them to the center for
final approval.
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D TRAINING PROGRAMS OUTPUTS

®

® ®

®©@ ®©® ® ©®©¢0 @0

Ability to analyze political, economic, and strategic
aspects.

Understanding strategic planning attempts.
Developing a comprehensive understanding of
general political thought and Islamic political
thought.

Diplomatic and consular qualification.

Knowledge of the dimensions of international
relations.

Understanding the nature of political crises.
Understanding the reality of international and
regional organizations.

Establishing advanced research foundations to
prepare an outstanding political researcher.
Qualification for writing research plans and dealing
with seminars.

Familiarity with scientific research methodologies
and techniques from a political perspective.
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PROPOSED COURSES AND
D DIPLOMAS FOR THE UNIT

The most important proposed scientific courses and
diplomas for the Political Studies Unit are as follows:

- T 02 N
Introduction to General Introduction to Islamic
and Islamic Political Land Political Economy
Science |
@ @ ),
. 03 N = 04 2N
Introduction to Introduction to
Diplomatic and International Relations,
‘ Consular Protocols ‘Agreements, and Treaties
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Introduction to Public
International Law and
International Humanitarian

International and
‘Qegional Organizations ‘ Law
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Introduction to
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Introduction to Political

and Economic
‘ Systems
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02 HISTORICAL AND

ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES UNIT

The specific objectives of establishing a unit for
historical and archaeological studies within the
Academic Studies Center encompass all its scientific
disciplines and diversity, with the aim of achieving
several goals related to these important scientific
specializations in human life and the current job market.
Some of the key objectives include:

@® Contributing to the formation of a distinguished
generation of researchers in the fields of historical
and archaeological studies in a scientifically and
academically sound manner.

@ Qualifying students and researchers in these
specializations to engage in the job market. It is
known that history and archaeology are sought-after
specializations in the current job market in various
flelds, including teaching history and archaeology at
educational institutions at all levels, working in
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tourism guidance and its various sectors, and
working in heritage and archaeological sites.

® Raising awareness among students and young
researchers about the value of national history for
each individual and the importance of archaeology
and heritage in affirming national identity in a
scientific and methodological manner, away from
intellectual bias, especially regarding national issues.

® Organizing scientific and academic courses for
students and young researchers to further qualify
them and enhance their scientific knowledge,
enabling them to serve the issues of their country.

@® Qualifying students and researchers in the fields of
historical and archaeological research scientifically
by offering specialized scientific diplomas in these
scientific flelds delivered by researchers and
archaeologists who are experts and competent in
these scientific fields
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PROPOSED COURSES AND
D DIPLOMAS FOR THE UNIT

Important Proposed Scientific Courses and Diplomas
for the Historical and Archaeological Studies Unit:

Methodology of Methodology of
Historical Research Archaeological
and its Principles Research

Introduction to Introduction to
Islamic Archaeology Islamic History

Writing a Scholarly
Article in Historical and
Archaeological Studies

Diploma in Islamic
Arts and Archaeology

Courses on the
Islamic Society
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03 » AFRICAN STUDIES UNIT

This unit focuses on the field of African studies in all its
specializations, which is a very important field at
present, especially with a significant number of
university students who are affiliated with the African
continent. The objectives of the African Studies Unit at
the Academic Studies Center in the College of Arts and
Humanities include:

B Focusing on African studies in all its types and fields
in a scientific and methodological manner.

P Shedding light on African issues and making them a
central topic for discussion and study, as these
issues have become a global concern today.

P Holding scientific and academic courses for
students and researchers interested in delving into
African studies.

B> Granting specialized scientific diplomas in the field of
African studies and its various specializations.
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B Working on the formation of scientific personnel and
specialized researchers in African affairs in a
scientific manner.

P> Developing, training, and educating African students
affiliated with the University of Minnesota and
introducing them to the issues of their home
countries.

P Keeping up with the increasing global interest in
African studies by students and researchers due to
the importance of these studies, as Africa represents
the continent of the future due to its notable natural
and human resources.

B> Organizing scientific conferences, seminars, and
workshops in collaboration with academic research
centers.

B Organizing specialized training courses in the field of
African studies.
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PROPOSED COURSES AND
D DIPLOMAS FOR THE UNIT

The most important proposed scientific courses and
diplomas for the African Studies Unit are as follows:

01

Ethnicities and
Peoples in Africa

06

Economic Systems
in Africa

07

Diploma in African
Art

02

African Civilizations
and Cultures

05

History of Ancient
African Kingdoms

08

General African
History

03

Governance and
Administration
Systems in Africa

_ 04

Diploma in African
Architecture

09

Methods of Writing
Scientific Research
in African Studies
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04 \ LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES UNIT

This unit is dedicated to the studies related to Latin
America within the framework of the Academic Studies
Center at the College of Arts and Humanities. The unit
aims to achieve several important objectives for
researchers and students in a scientific manner,
including:

W Focusing on Latin American studies in various
specialized fields and research areas such as
history, sociology, religion, etc.

W Highlighting Arab and Islamic issues in Latin
American countries and making them the subject
of scholarly discussion and study. These topics
hold great importance in academic studies at
universities and research centers worldwide.

W Organizing scientific and academic courses for
students and researchers who are interested in
delving into Latin American studies across different
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disciplines.

W Granting specialized scientific diplomas in fields
related to Latin American studies.

W@ Developing specialized researchers in the field of
Latin American studies.

W Training academic researchers in the Spanish
language through the Language and Translation
Center, as Spanish is widely spoken in those
countries.

W Developing and educating students, especially Arabs
and Muslims affiliated with the University of
Minnesota, about the culture of Latin American
countries and their historical contributions.

W Developing outreach programs that contribute to the
spread of Islam in those countries, based on
balanced approaches that incorporate knowledge of
history, customs, and cultures of the people in those
countries.
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W@ Encouraging researchers to conduct further research
to find avenues for mutual understanding and
cooperation between peoples, as Islamic and Arab
culture has gained significant interest from both Arab
and Islamic countries and Latin American countries.
Organizing workshops and scientific conferences in

W collaboration with academic research centers in
Latin American countries.
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PROPOSED COURSES AND
D DIPLOMAS FOR THE UNIT

Important Proposed Scientific Courses and Diplomas in
the Ibero-American Studies Unit at the Academic
Studies Center:

Training Researchers in
O'] the Spanish Language
from University Staff

Training Researchers in

( Teaching  Arabic  to
\ 03 Spanish Speakers

Introduction to Latin 04
American History
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